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Guidelines for Hosting a House Meeting 
An Inconvenient Truth 

 
 
BEFORE THE MEETING 
 
Review the materials  
 
Review Hosting Guide and the handouts for participants so you feel comfortable with the overall 
process of the House Meeting.  Remember, the purpose of the meeting is to alert participants to 
the critical issue of global warming and to mobilize them to work for change.  
 
Preview the film 
 
  An Inconvenient Truth runs an hour and twenty minutes which is too long considering we want 
to allow ample time for discussion and action planning.  Most guests don’t want to stay more 
than two hours total.  As you view the film keep in mind that you will have to fast-forward 
through some of the sections to keep viewing time to about 20-30 minutes.  View the film a 
second time to practice skipping over sections.    The cartoons and segments where Gore is 
telling about his life are moving, but can be skipped without losing too much of the core 
message.  Explain to your guests why it is important to skip some sections.  Encourage interested 
participants to view the entire film.  They can check it out at a library or rent it.   
 
Invite Participants  
 
Call to invite participants from the list in your House Meeting Kit.  The list includes registered 
Democrats and those indicating No Party Affiliation (NPA).  You may also want to invite friends 
and neighbors who might be interested.  A group of about 8-12 persons works well for viewing 
and discussion in a home setting.  Allow about two hours in deciding on the time of your 
meeting. A sample invitation to someone you don’t know might start with:   
 

“Hello.  My name is __________, I’m a neighbor here in 

Stuart/___________ and I’m inviting a few people to my home on 

(date/time – give start and end time, e.g. 2-4pm)____________  to view Al 

Gore’s film An Inconvenient Truth.  It’s a powerful look at our climate 

crisis which could have a devastating impact on Florida with rising sea 

levels – but it also has some great information on what we can do.  We’d 

like to discuss what actions we can take before it’s too late.  Do you think 

you’d be able to attend?”  
 
If someone expresses real interest but can’t make it on that date indicate this on your calling list.  
Give clear directions to your home and your phone number to call.  Ask if a spouse/ friend might 
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be attending with them.  You might want to follow up with a handwritten invitation in their 
mailbox or a follow-up post card invitation with directions.   
 
Set Up the Meeting   
 
Simple refreshments are fine.  Check that you have sufficient name tags, the Sign-Up Sheet, 
handouts, etc. Display the poster of Florida.  Arrange seating for viewing the film.  Seating can 
be shifted for the discussion so that all can participate. Circular arrangements work best, but 
work with what you have. 
 
 
HOLDING THE MEETING 
 
Welcome your guests (15-20min) 
Give out nametags.  Ask guests to sign in on sheet provided.  Offer refreshments. Plan for about 
15-20 minutes of meet-and-greet for people to get to know one another.  
 
Introduce and show the film.  (40min) 
 You can provide your own introduction or use the following: 
 

“Former Vice President Al Gore presents an eye-opening and compelling 

view of the future of our planet and our civilization in the documentary 

we’re about to see.  It is a film version of the slide show he has been 

showing to more than a thousand audiences in the US and around the 

world over the past years. An Inconvenient Truth is a wake up call that 

cuts through myths and misconceptions to deliver the message that global 

warming is a real and present danger that requires immediate action.  The 

projected images of Florida as sea levels rise are a real call for immediate 

action – which we’ll be discussing after the film. Gore also gives us hope.  

We were able to resolve the problem of holes in the ozone layer with 

changes in environmental policy.  He presents ways we can make changes 

in our lives and in government policies so we can become part of the 

global warming solution. We’re hoping once you see this film you’ll feel 

moved to host your own House Meeting and spread the word further. 

Since the film is too long to show in its entirety I will be fast-forwarding 

through some sections.”   
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LEADING THE DISCUSSION (approximately 20min) 
Aim for having participants carry the discussion as much as possible. Your role is to guide them 
along the path from reactions to the film, answering questions that arise from the film, discussing 
what we can do about global warming to action planning.  To develop a positive spirit you’ll 
want to ensure participation; politely limit overly vocal/negative individuals; commend ideas 
presented; energize the discussion as a springboard for Action Planning. 
 

1. Reactions/Comments: Ask for brief reactions or comments from the group.  Try to have 
everyone who wants to make a comment do so. 

 
2. Handouts:  Distribute the postcard image of Florida and the other handouts.  

 
3. If there are doubters in the group, start with the COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS 

handout. If not, move on to #4 below. 
 

4. Referring to WHAT CAN I DO ABOUT GLOBAL WARMING, go round-robin and 
have participants read off the items encouraging them to add suggestions to the 
list/provide examples/ suggest other ways of spreading the word.  

 
5. Use other handouts if time permits. 

 
 
ACTION PLANNING (approximately 20min) 
This is the most important part of you meeting. You are going to ask participants to become real 
Do-ers.  Change is going to require ACTION from all of us and participants can begin now.  
 
Letters to Elected Officials: Refer to the CONTACTS AND RESOURCES sheet and the 
letters in this kit to send to elected officials.  Ask participants to sign the letters, making sure to 
add their addresses under their signatures, and to add a return address to the envelopes for each.  
Stress how important persistent reminders are in keeping elected officials focused on these 
issues.  Every politician keeps track of the number of letters and emails received on issues.  
Letters to officials or letters to the editor are not a one shot deal. 
 
House Meetings – Building the Network:  Ask who would be interested in hosting their own 
House Meeting.  Our goal is to have at least one or two new House Meetings sprout from each 
meeting. Assure guests that there are resource people to assist if needed and that you will help 
navigate them through the process.   Encourage friends to co-host a gathering. Be sure to have 
guests note on the sign-in sheet if they are willing to host a meeting.  We will need this for 
follow-up. 
 
Political Action:  We’re hoping we’ll all make personal commitments today, but electing the 
right policy makers is critical and urgent.  This means political action and personal involvement.  
Pass out Dem Club/ Volunteer sheets, etc. Have guests fill them out and hand them in if they 
like, or take them home. 
 
 
 
Thank guests for their participation and ideas shared! 
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AFTER THE MEETING 
 
 
Follow up Call to Participants:  After the meeting call participants and thank them for 
attending.  Mention the helpfulness of their comments and suggestions.  Offer assistance to those 
who have agreed to host a House Meeting.  Suggest upcoming events/ volunteer opportunities to 
others.   
 
Return House Meeting Kit:  Indicate in the last column of the Sign-In Sheet information for 
follow up on participants – would they be good leaders, have special interests/skills, etc. Return 
the Kit to the Democratic Office, being sure to include the DVD, Hosting Guidelines binder, 
Sign-In Sheet, volunteer and club forms, any unused handouts, and the poster.   
 
Congratulations!  You’ve taken a major step as a force for change. This is one 
battle we can win and must. 
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